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From the Editor

Editor’s Note: This month, we were
not able to have a specific congregation
focussed on, with the cover pictures
and the ‘Getting to Know Each Other’
section. This was due to the recent
lockdown in Victoria.
Sinclair Ferguson writes in his book, Devoted to
God’s Church, of how baptism “is not a sign pointing
to me, but to Christ; not to my faith, but to Christ’s
cross, his death for sin, his burial of the old life, his
resurrection power - and it summons me, like a
visual gospel sermon, to respond in repentance and
faith.”
Most of the folks in our congregation do not have
memories of their baptism, as they were too young
when it happened. Others can remember it. Either
way, it makes no difference in terms of what it points
to. It’s not about us. It’s about Christ.
In a few months, Lord willing, I hope, for the first
time, to baptize the child (my grandchild) of a person
I baptized as an infant (my son). What a glorious
privilege! But at the same time, I pray that this child
will grow up not caring in the least about being
baptized by a grandfather, but will praise God for
being baptized into Christ. May our being baptized
motivate us to give glory to God, and give thanks for
how we belong to Him.
Jim Klazinga
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“Stand firm and hold to the traditions that you were taught by us.” 2 Thessalonians 2:15
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Banner of Truth’s Mini Guides
Recommended by Jim Klazinga

This month’s recommended
reading is going to be a bit
different, in at least two ways.
For one thing, I won’t be
recommending a single volume by
a single writer, but rather, a series
of books written by multiple
authors.
Also, I’m recommending books
that I haven’t actually had time to
read yet.
This might seem dangerous.
How can you recommend
material you haven’t even worked
through?
Well, I trust the publisher,
Banner of Truth.
And I trust the authors, at least,
those whose names I recognized,
such as Derek Thomas and
Jonathan Master.
Plus, I appreciate the intent
behind the series.
Besides, Banner of Truth has
sent me a free copy of each of the
books that they’ve published in
this series so far (along with a
number of other books as well),
and I figured it’s the least I could
do to let you know about them.
The
Banner
of
Truth
introduced this series in 2018.
They started off with four
volumes, and last year, added
three more.
From the Banner of Truth
website: “The series is divided into
five sections: Key Truths,
Christian
History,
Christian
Living, the Christian Mind, and
Christian Mission.”
Of the seven books available at
this point, five are in the ‘Key
Truths’ section, and one each are
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in the ‘Christian Mind’ and
‘Christian Living’ sections.
Also from the website:
“Each title will provide an
outline of the subject in simple,
easy to understand, terms. Enough
information is provided to enlarge
your understanding of the theme,
but with the goal of whetting your
appetite and encouraging you to
explore the subject in more detail.
Suggestions for further reading are
included in each book.
“Our hope is that new believers
will be helped by these simple
introductions to different aspects
of the Christian faith, while more
mature believers will find them
helpful reminders and summaries
of the important truths which
guide their Christian lives.
“Each book is deliberately kept
around 100 pages long in the hope
that even people who are not
regular readers would find them
accessible. They are also very
affordable, retailing at $8, and so
could be used as gifts to encourage
people to read. We hope too that
churches will want to use them in
group studies, or as the basis for
Sunday school or Bible class
lessons, and to help with this, each
book is divided into 13 chapters to
fit with teaching quarters.”
It should be noted that each
paperback book (I could not find
them in ebook format) is available
on amazon.com.au, ranging from
$15.22 to $37.56AU. They are also
available through the Banner of
Truth’s UK website, for about
$9.50AU each.
The following books are
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available so far:
•

Regeneration: Made New by the
Spirit of God, by David B
McWilliams.

•

Sanctification: Transformed Life,
by David Campbell.

•

Growing in Grace: Becoming
More Like Jesus, by Jonathan
Master.

The Christian Mind: Escaping
Futility, by William Edgar.
• Salvation: Full and Free in
Christ, by Ian Hamilton.
• The Church: Glorious Body,
Radiant Bride, by Mark
•

Johnston.
•

The Bible: God’s Inerrant Word,

by Derek Thomas.
The back cover blurb on The
Christian Mind reads, “Being able
to think and reason is part of what
makes us human. However clever
we may or may not be, our minds
matter. The Bible shows us that
when people become Christians,
their minds are made new. This
mini-guide to the Christian Mind
explores
the
far-reaching
implications of having a renewed
mind.”
The back cover blurb on The
Church reads, “The church is the
oldest surviving institution in the
history of the world. It has
changed lives and shaped nations.
It is loved, hated, and ignored in
equal measure. But what is it, and
what is its purpose in the world?
This mini-guide answers those
questions and shows why the
church matters.”
This looks to be a promising
and helpful series for quick studies
on important themes.
August 2021
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“And take... the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.” Ephesians 6:17
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A Plea for Justice and Salvation
By George Ball

The following is a summary of
a sermon based on Psalm 28,
preached by Rev. George Ball at
Synod 2021, as part of opening
devotions on Thursday 6 May.
What can you tell me about
Psalm 28? Not much? That’s a
good enough reason to look at it.
It’s a prayer (of David) for justice
and salvation from beginning to
end.
David Prays for Himself
(vs. 1-2).
Verse 1: “To you, O LORD, I
call; my rock, be not deaf to me,
lest I become like those who go
down to the pit.” This is a triple
zero prayer. There’s a sense of
urgency, earnestness, fervency,
and passion. Calvin comments, “It
is as if he had said, I am nothing if
You leave me; if You do not care
for me, I perish.” The Lord was his
greatest good,
and losing
communion with the Lord was his
great loss.
This is a James 5:13 prayer, “Is
anyone among you suffering? He
should pray.” This is a persistent
widow type prayer (Luke 18: 1-8).
He tells us about his ongoing
‘pleas’ (plural) to God in verses 2
and 6. W. S. Plumer comments,
“Whoever leaves his prayer as the
ostrich leaves her egg in the sand
and cares no more for it, does not
pray at all.”
That’s a challenge to keep on
praying doggedly for justice and
salvation. David is not merely
‘saying his prayers.’ He’s doing
business with God. He must have
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an answer to prayer, otherwise
he’s like a dead man.

I often say my prayers,
But do I really pray?
And do the wishes of my heart
Go with the words I say?
I may as well kneel down
And worship gods of stone,
As offer to the living God
A prayer of words alone.
For words without the heart
The Lord will never hear;
Nor will He to those lips attend
Whose prayer is not sincere!
Lord, show me what I need
And teach me how to pray,
And help me when I seek Thy grace
To mean the words I say.
(John Burton)
Verse 2: “Hear the voice of my
pleas for mercy, when I cry to you
for help, when I lift up my hands
toward
your
most
holy
sanctuary.” How did David
approach prayer? With empty
uplifted hands (symbolizing utter
dependence) while pleading for
mercy. (Regarding lifting hands in
prayer, see Ps. 63: 4, Ps. 134: 2, Ps.
141: 2, 1 Kings 8: 38-39, 1 Tim.
2:8). He approached the ‘holy
sanctuary,’ where the Ark was,
and the Mercy Seat, where God’s
wrath was propitiated (turned
away) and the sinner’s sin atoned
for by daily burnt offerings.
How should we approach God
in prayer? Like the tax collector
who prayed, “God, have mercy on
me, a sinner.” (Luke 18:13) More
literally he prayed, “God, let there
be an atonement for me, the
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sinner.” We approach God in
prayer by way of the sacrifice. He
has provided that sacrifice which
has propitiated His wrath and has
made atonement for our sin.
That’s why the author of Hebrews
writes, ‘Therefore, let us approach
the throne of grace with boldness
so that we may receive mercy and
find grace to help in time of
need’ (Heb. 4:16).
He Prays for His Enemies
(vs. 3-5).
Verse 3: “Do not drag me off
with the wicked, with the workers
of evil, who speak peace with their
neighbours while evil is in their
hearts.”
He prays not to be punished
like the wicked, who were twofaced, who had a blackbelt in
hypocrisy, who spoke peace with
their tongue but harboured malice
in their hearts (cf. James 3: 9-10).
Verse 4: “Give them according
to their work and according to the
evil of their deeds; give to them
according to the work of their
hands; render them their due
reward.”
David prayed for justice, that
the Lord would pay them in their
own currency, that He would
punish them as they so richly
deserved.
But is this not contrary to the
spirit and teaching of the New
Testament? Are we not to love
our enemies, pray for them, and
do good to them? Is this not
vindictive? Primitive? Bloodyminded?
This is perhaps one reason why
August 2021
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this Psalm is not popular today.
We’re embarrassed with these
imprecations. How can we defend
them? Yes, we should pray for the
repentance of the wicked as the
Psalmist does in Psalm 83:16,
“Cover their faces with shame so
that they will seek your name,
LORD.” But if there is no
repentance’ only a hardening of
heart, “it’s as right to pray for the
overthrow of the wicked as it is to
pray for the blessing of the
church.” (Motyer)
Verse 5: “Because they do not
regard the works of the Lord or
the work of His hands, he will tear
them down and build them up no
more.”
We’re given further insight into
the character of these workers of
evil. They ignore the works of the
Lord and the work of His hands.
They didn’t care two hoots about
the Lord. They ignored His hand
in nature, in history, in
redemption, and in judgement.
Do we realise how serious a sin
it is to ignore the Lord? It comes
with a severe warning that should
strike fear into the heart of every
unbeliever.
Plumer comments, “As the sins
of Korah, Absalom, Belshazzar,
Judas and Herod naturally
produced the dreadful ends of
these men, so shall all unrepented
sin, however secret or popular,
infallibly bring its subjects to a
doom frightful to contemplate.”
“It is a fearful thing to fall into the
hands
of
the
living
God.” (Hebrews 10:31).
He Prays with Thanksgiving
(vs. 6-7).
Verse 6: “Blessed be the Lord!
For he has heard the voice of my
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pleas for mercy.”
The mood suddenly changes.
He’s assured that the Lord had
heard him. He’s confident the
Lord will act justly, though there’s
no hard evidence to suggest that
the Lord had already intervened to
change his circumstances. This is
praying in faith (cf. James 1:6).
Verse 7: “The Lord is my
strength and my shield; in him my
heart trusts and I am helped; my
heart exults and with my song I
give thanks to him.”
“The life of every good man
should abound in joy and
rejoicing.” (Plumer)
He Prays for the Anointed
(vs. 8)
Verse 8: “The Lord is the
strength of his people; he is the
saving refuge of his Anointed.”
The prayer broadens. The
Psalm begins with David praying
for himself and ends with prayer
for the people of God. It’s like
Jesus’ ‘high-priestly’ prayer in John
17, which begins with Jesus
praying for Himself and concludes
with prayer for all His people.
Why can David be so confident
that God will protect His people
and deliver on justice? Because He
is the saving refuge of His
Anointed.
This is the word from which
we get ‘Messiah’ (Hebrew) and
‘Christ’ (Greek). I think therefore
when we come across the title
‘Anointed’ it should be with a
capital ‘A’ (cf. Psalm 2:2). The
Anointed is the Messiah.
Plumer comments, “As David
(the anointed) was delivered and
so was able to bless his friends
who had stuck to Him in
adversity, so Christ, the Anointed,
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having overcome all His enemies
is able to bless forever His friends
who have followed Him.
Yes, as He has overcome, so
shall we. As He has sat down on
His throne, so shall we. “The
welfare of the people is bound up
in the welfare of their king.” (R. S.
Ward)
Hallelujah!
He Prays for the Church
(vs. 9)
Verse 9: “Oh, save your people
and bless your heritage! Be their
shepherd and carry them forever.”
The psalm ends with a beautiful
benediction and prayer, as David
prays for the church.
“Save your people!” Deliver
them, grant them safety and
protection. A prayer that will be
answered through the work of
Christ, the Anointed.
“Bless your heritage!” The
church is His property, His
inheritance. The Lord will bless
His people with full salvation
because of His Anointed.
“Be their Shepherd!” He prays
that the Lord will be a shepherd to
His people, that He will protect
them, feed them, and be close to
them - and ‘carry them forever.’
You’re
familiar
with
‘Footprints’? A beautiful poem,
but terrible theology. We need the
Lord to carry us not just some of
the time, not just when we are in
dire straits, but forever! And He
will. He will carry us through
every trial. And ultimately, He will
carry us safely home (cf. Ps. 23:6).
To Him be the glory.
Rev. George Ball is pastor of the Manning
PCEA, and was moderator of the 2021
synod meeting. He will continue in this
post until the next full meeting.
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“If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together.” 1 Corinthians 12:26
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* * * * * * *
Brisbane
[Report by Jim Klazinga]
Pray for the family of Taylor
and Bonnie-Anne Richards, who
live up North in Charters Towers,
where Taylor has a teaching job.
They recently moved into a new
home and are expecting their
eighth child next February.
Pray also for Ben and Claire
Klazinga, whose first child is due
to be born in October.
* * * * * * *
Hastings
[Report by John Forbes]
July has seen us once again
having to sing outside in our
public worship. A sudden and
strict Public Health Order was
supposed to be temporary for just
7-days but is now set to extend
into September. Many aspects of
worship and normal life have been
disrupted. Masks have been
mandated throughout the State for
the first time.
All this is perplexing and
particularly so when it is
remembered that there have been
no Covid cases in these areas, or
within hundreds of km of many of
these areas for over a year.
It raises many questions. Are
these restrictions justified? There
are also many inconsistencies.
Have these restrictions even been
properly thought through? We
realise that our friends in Sydney
and elsewhere have even tighter
impositions on them. We pray for
unity among brethren as we think
through these things. The Lord is
certainly teaching us the value of
the liberties that we once took for
granted.
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* * * * * * *
Hawkesbury-Nepean
[Report by Julie Stewart]
A disappointing return to
lockdown for us in Greater
Sydney, with the minister and
majority of the congregation and
church now in the strictest
lockdown areas.
We are thankful that we can
continue to worship, have Sunday
School, Bible Study via Zoom,
telephone
link
up
and
correspondence lessons. We are
grateful for the technology that
provides this connection and for
the uptake by the congregation.
Immunisation rates amongst us
are increasing, some are fully
vaccinated and no one has
contracted the disease so far.
We would value your prayers
for our minister and the session as
they support the congregation and
manage the finances and property
throughout this difficult time.
Also prayers for the elderly,
isolated and those who have
family interstate or overseas or are
still awaiting return to Tonga
along with those now without
work, working from home and
home schooling, would be
appreciated.
‘Be still and know that I am
God. I will be exalted among the
nations, I will be exalted in all the
earth.’ Psalm 46.10.
* * * * * * *
Hunter
[Report by Ian Miller]
Rev
Tso
has
recently
commenced a series of sermons in
the Lord's day evenings based on
the Epistle of James which
promises to be a blessing to the
congregation. A very thorough
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series of expository sermons on
the gospel of Matthew continues
each Lord's day morning.
Our mid-week (via video link)
Bible study and Prayer meeting
continues to be very well
supported by our folk from both
the Raymond Terrace and
Newcastle sections of the
congregation. With the aid of a
Matthias
Publications
study
booklet we
are exploring
something of the richness and
depth of God's Sovereign grace in
saving a people for Himself. Our
regular
prayer
includes
remembering the gospel work of
our sister PCEA congregations.
The adult class of the Cardiff All
Ages Sunday School continues
with a study of 'Church History
101:The Highlights of Twenty
Centuries' by Ferguson, Beeke &
Haykin. This helpful though brief
publication, is supplemented with
historic extant writings and
commentary from a selection of
leading Church historians.
* * * * * * *
Manning
[Report by Joyce Bennett]
Congratulations to Mark &
Harmony Hamilton who are
expecting their first child early in
the new year.
Also to Paul Dyson on his
Retirement, after 50 years of being
a professional painter.
It is with great sadness that we
say goodbye to Tony Ledger who
has battled Parkinson’s and now
has dementia. He is in full time
care now and as soon as Sydney’s
lockdown is lifted he will be
transferred to a Age Care Facility
near where both his sisters live.
Tony has been one that mowed
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the Church lawns and would
transport the elderly members of
our congregation to the services.
We thank the Lord for Tony’s
service to the Church.
On a personal note I would like
to thank you all for your prayers
and best wishes for my recovery
from knee replacement surgery, I
am doing well, and give the Lord
all the honour and glory for my
recovery.
I am sure that Jim & Val
Cromarty would value your
prayers as they are both not doing
very well physically.
* * * * * * *
Narre Warren
[Report by Andres Miranda]
For some time now, the
church leadership has been
involved
in
preliminary
negotiations
with
a
telecommunications
company
interested in leasing a section of
the property to host a telephone
tower.
We
are
currently
conducting all the necessary
assessments
and
pastoral
discussions, to ensure the best
interest of the church.
Through
zoom
video
platform, members of the
congregation
continue
to
appreciate the message of the
book of Revelation. Despite some
challenges of interpretation, and
literary details that demand a
deeper understanding of the
cosmological environment of that
era, we have found that
everything written in this book
always has practical importance
for the life of faith.
We thank God too that the
Ladies' Bible Study Group, under
the leadership of Betty Holmes, is
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maintaining a steady attendance of
ten people, and is creating interest
in other ladies who wish to
participate.
In the congregation there is
also a lot of joy with the
anticipation of the birth of a new
brother or sister for Malcolm (2
years old), son of Stewart and
Eileen Louden, who are expecting
the baby’s arrival in September.
* * * * * * *
Northern Rivers
[Report by Beth Sonter]
Wednesday morning bible
studies have produced some very
lively and relevant discussion for
our daily lives. The book of Titus
has been our study topic, and we
have been able to relate
the writings of Paul to Titus to
how we should be living our lives
in this age. We may not always
follow our study notes closely but
the subsequent questions raised
always prove to be extremely
beneficial and worthwhile. All
attending have agreed that these
studies are most valuable and
we are all learning and growing.
Re-Serve Op Shop is operated
from the old manse building of the
Maclean congregation. The Lower
Clarence Christian Education
group oversees the operation of
the Op-Shop and proceeds of the
shop support Christian Education
in both the primary and high
schools of the valley. The shop is
extremely successful and we are
truly blessed that so much
money is raised for this important
work. The Op-Shop is staffed by
many local volunteers and while
other churches and organisations
struggle to get volunteers, we
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have been fortunate that Re-Serve
does not have this issue. Our
congregation is delighted that our
lovely old manse is used to
provide this vital outreach into
our community and that many
young people are being presented
with the good news of the gospel
because of this.
* * * * * * *
Ulverstone
[Report by Ian Hamilton]
A highlight of the last month
was the lodging of the labour
agreement request for our
ministry interest with Zach
Dotson. We now wait for the
processing of this by the
Government and pray for the Lord
to reveal His will in this matter.
We are very thankful we can
meet in person at the church
property, although those that
cannot attend due to health or
travel can link in via Zoom.
In addition to the Lord's Day
service, we continue with the
adult study and Sunday School
and a number of other meetings
during the month. The feature
edition in the July Banner captured
a number of photos of these.
We give thanks for the many
ages that make up the
congregation from 99! down to 1
and another one expecting.
We were sorry that our Interim
Moderator Rev Andres Miranda
was unable to visit in July as
planned and look forward to a
future visit when the travel
restrictions allow it.
We continue to remember our
brothers and sisters elsewhere
going through difficult times.
August 2021
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Christ Our Righteousness
By Jim Cromarty

“Christ Jesus, who became for
us … righteousness.” (1 Cor. 1:30)
A real Christian, says the Bible,
is one who has been declared
righteous, or ‘justified’ in the sight
of God, through faith in Christ
alone. That Christ has ‘become
our righteousness’ means exactly
what it says, namely that his
perfect righteousness has been
imputed to believing sinners as an
act of pure grace on the part of
God and for no merit of their own.
In this article, we shall
approach the subject of ‘Christ our
righteousness’ from the viewpoint
of the great biblical and historical
doctrine of ‘justification by faith.’
This fundamental truth became
the keynote of the Reformation. It
has been a central tenet of God’s
true church up to today, and will
continue to be so ‘till he comes.’
Justification by Faith Alone
In his book, ‘Redemption
Accomplished and Applied,’ John
Murray wrote: “Justification is still
the article of a standing or falling
church.” This truth is fundamental
to salvation and should be
treasured by all who confess
Christ as their Lord and Saviour.
Sadly, many Christians have
little real understanding of what is
taught by this doctrine. In Romans
(a primary source of teaching on
the subject), Paul taught that man
can be justified only “through the
redemption that is the Christ Jesus
whom God set forth to be a
propitiation by His blood, through
faith… that he [God] might be just
and the justifier of the one who
has faith in Jesus.” (Rom. 3:24-26)
Martin Luther, writing of the
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doctrine of justification as taught
in Romans, said, “This Epistle is
really the chief part of the New
Testament and the very purest
Gospel, and is worthy not only
that every Christian should know
it word for word, by heart, but
occupy himself with it every day,
as the daily bread of the soul. It
can never be read or pondered too
much, and the more it is dealt
with the more precious it
becomes, and the better it tastes.”
Justification in the Old Testament
Although it is most fully
revealed in the New Testament,
the doctrine of justification is also
revealed throughout the Old. The
grace of God in forgiving the sins
of his people is clearly taught in
such passages as Is. 43:25, 44:22;
Jer. 31:34 and Ps. 32:5. Again,
imputed righteousness is revealed
as being necessary for salvation in
Zech. 3:4 and Jer. 23:6.
Forgiveness and justification are
tied together by Daniel (9:24)
when he writes: “Seventy weeks
are determined for your people
and for your holy city, to finish the
transgression, to make an end of
sins, to make reconciliation for
iniquity, to bring in everlasting
righteousness…”
Justification by faith is nowhere
expressed more clearly than in the
story of Abraham. So fundamental
is this story to our understanding
of this doctrine, that it links Old
and New Testaments together.
Thus Paul wrote of Abraham’s
faith, “Abraham ‘believed God,
and it was accounted to him for
righteousness.’” (Gal. 3:6; compare
Rom. 4:22 and James 2:23-24)
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This comforting doctrine bears
testimony to the grace, mercy and
justice of our God in relation to
lost and guilty sinners.
Understanding Justification
The Shorter Catechism defines
justification as: “an act of God’s
free grace, wherein he pardons all
our sins and accepts us as
righteous in his sight, only for the
righteousness of Christ imputed to
us and received by faith
alone.” (Question 33)
The doctrine of justification
answers the great question faced
by sinful mankind: “How can a
guilty sinner be righteous before
God? How may one who has
offended the eternal, holy God by
breaking his perfect law, be freed
from guilt and condemnation?”
To understand this doctrine, we
need to visualize the guilty sinner
standing before the just Judge. We
read in Deut. 25:1, “If there is a
dispute between men and they
come to court that the judges may
judge them, and they justify the
righteous and condemn the
wicked…” From this, it can be
seen that when a judge ‘justifies’ a
man, he simply declares the man
to be righteous. Justification is a
declaration. It is a legal (or
forensic) act of God in which a
believing, guilty sinner
is
pronounced guiltless in his sight.
Not only is the sinner declared
righteous, but is treated thus, so
that he is not liable to any penalty
for sin.
The question immediately
arises: “On what basis can God be
just and yet declare a sinner
righteous in his sight?” The
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answer is found in the atoning
work of Christ upon the cross.
Rom. 5:8 declares: “But God
demonstrates his own love for us,
in that while we were still sinners,
Christ died for us.” Again, in Ps.
32:1-2 we read: “Blessed is he
whose transgression is forgiven,
whose sin is covered. Blessed is
the man to whom the Lord does
not impute iniquity.”
That the sins of God’s people
were ‘imputed’ to Jesus Christ is
clearly taught in Scripture: “For he
made him who knew no sin to be
sin for us, that we might become
the righteousness of God in
him.” (2 Cor. 5:21). Bearing the
sins of his people, Christ suffered
the wrath of God in their place.
Our sins were put to his account.
Christ, our substitute, was
punished by God as if he were the
sinner.
Christ was not only our
substitute in death, however. He
also lived a substitutionary life for
his people. He lived the life that
the sinner should have lived, a life
of complete obedience to God, so
that “by one Man’s obedience
many
will
be
made
righteous.” (Rom. 5:19) The
perfect righteousness of Christ is
put to the account of the
repentant, believing sinner, so that
God looks upon, and treats, such a
person as if he had never sinned.
Thus, God justifies his elect on
the basis of the work of his only
begotten Son (Rom. 8:33). In the
court of heaven a transaction takes
place when a sinner believes. The
transaction is this: “My sins are
imputed to Christ and his
righteousness is imputed to me.”
Justification, then, is a once-for-alltime declaration by God, in the
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court of heaven, that he has
forgiven the believer’s sins and
forever will see the sinner through
the righteousness of Christ.
Where Does Faith Come in?
What part does faith play in
justification? Faith is the gift of
God (Eph. 2:8) and is the
‘instrument’ by which we receive
the righteousness of Christ. The
role of faith can be illustrated as
follows. A girl needs a drink of
water, but the tap is far away and
she cannot reach it. Someone,
using a cup, brings the precious
water to her. The cup itself cannot
quench her thirst, but without it
the water cannot reach her. Faith
is like that cup, a means provided
by God through which the ‘water’
of Christ’s righteousness is
supplied to us, so that we may be
justified. We are not justified by
the act of believing, as if faith were
a work of man. We do not justify
ourselves by our faith, for “it is
God who justifies.” (Rom. 8:33)
Faith and Works
What, finally, is the relationship
between faith and works in the life
of the believer? Well, we are
justified ‘by faith alone’, for “a
man is not justified by the works
of the law, but by faith in Jesus
Christ.” (Gal. 2:16). The sinner’s
works play no part in justification,
for we read that our works are like
‘filthy rags’ (Is. 64:6).
Does this mean that the
believer, having exercised faith in
Christ, can now live like a demon?
Not at all! Saving faith is always
followed
by
works
of
righteousness. John Calvin put it
like this: “We are justified by faith
alone, but the faith which justifies
is never alone.” James wrote,
9

“Faith by itself, if it does not have
works, is dead… Show me your
faith without your works, and I
will show you my faith by my
works.” (2:17-18) Good works are
the fruit of saving faith: “For we
are his workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus for good works, which
God prepared beforehand that we
should walk in them.” (Eph. 2:10)
What we are clearly taught is
this: if you have saving faith in
Christ, and are thus justified by
God, then good works will follow.
If the good works do not flow
from your confession of faith, such
a faith is no better than the ‘faith’
of the demons who “believe and
tremble.” (James 2:19)
Eternally Accepted
The saved sinner can rejoice
with Paul, who wrote, ‘There is
therefore now no condemnation
to those who are in Christ
Jesus…’ (Rom. 8:1). Now, since
God is at peace with his believing
people, spiritual peace floods the
Christian’s heart (Rom. 5:1-2). By
the grace of God we look to the
cross of Christ and hear his shout
of triumph: “It is finished!” There
we see a Saviour, who became sin
for his people, satisfying the
demands of the law on their
behalf. Now we are able to look
beyond our sins to the grace of
God, who has accepted us
eternally in his beloved Son.
Let us, therefore, live daily the
life of faith with joy in our hearts,
knowing that we are justified by
faith alone and that in spite of our
sins our destiny is heaven, for
Christ our Saviour is “the Lord
our righteousness.” (Jer. 23:6)
Rev. Jim Cromarty is a retired PCEA pastor
and member of the Manning congregation.
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August Search Work

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” Psalm 119:105
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SENIOR and INTERMEDIATE
Intermediate omit questions 3 and 6

JUNIOR

Judges Chapter 11

Judges Chapter 13

1. What was Jephthah’s question to the elders of
Gilead when they asked him to be their captain?
What did the elders reply? (2 verses)
2. Where did Jephthah utter all his words?
3. What had happened to Sihon king of the Amorites
because he would not let Israel pass through his
land on their way from Egypt?
4. What was the vow that Jephthah made to the Lord?
(2 verses)
5. Who came out to meet Jephthah on his return?

1. How long were the children of Israel delivered into
the hand of the Philistines?
2. Why was no razor to come on the head of
Manoah’s son?
3. How did the angel ascend to heaven?
4. What did Manoah and his wife call their son?

Find the verse(s) in the Bible that answer the questions,
write/type them out, and send to:

Chapter 12

Mrs Irene Steel
PO Box 942, Epping, NSW 1710
or Email: iesteel@gmail.com

6. Of what did the men of Ephraim complain to
Jephthah, and what was his reply? (3 verses)
7. What was the word used to distinguish between the
Gileadites and the Ephraimites?
8. Name the three judges that followed Jephthah.
How long did each judge Israel?

A book voucher is awarded at the end of each year
to children who send in the answers.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

August Prayer Points

“Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer.” Romans 12:12
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sunday, 1st: Give thanks for the Australian Indigenous Ministries,
opportunity to hear preached the and for Rev. Peter Smith’s work
glorious gospel of Jesus Christ, with this organization.
who is the foundation of our hope.
Thursday, 5th: At this year’s
Monday, 2nd: Pray for the for the meeting, it was affirmed that
ministry
of
the
Hunter synod “gives thanks to God for the
congregation in Cardiff and churches with whom we have
Raymond Terrace.
formal fraternal relations and for
those churches with whom we
Tuesday, 3rd: Pray for the Hunter have contact and resolve to pray
office-bearers: for Rev Robin Tso; for the Lord’s blessing upon their
for elder Ian Miller; and for work and witness.” Please pray for
deacons Richard Alley, David the ministry of the Free Church of
Barnes, John Fluit, Ken George & Scotland, and of the Free Church
of Scotland (Continuing). Pray for
Ian King.
our relationship and contact with
Wednesday, 4th:
Pray
for them.
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Friday, 6th: Pray for Zach Dotson,
and for the ongoing efforts to bring
him and his family over to serve in
Ulverstone. (see page 7)
Saturday, 7th: Pray for the Bible
Studies being held in our
congregations. (see pages 6-7)
Sunday, 8th: Pray that our services
today will be used by God to
enable those attending to focus on
the glory of Christ.
Monday, 9th: Pray for the ministry
of the Manning congregation in
Taree.
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August Prayer Points

“Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer.” Romans 12:12
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Tuesday, 10th: Pray for the
Manning office-bearers: for Rev
George Ball; for elders Clive Alley,
Trevor Leggott, Peter Smith, and
David Wilson; and for deacons
Paul Dyson, Marshall Reid, and
Alistair Weber.

Tuesday, 17th: Pray for the
Hastings office-bearers: for Rev
John Forbes; for elders Doug
Hamilton and Glen Hamilton; and
for deacon Neil McKinnon.

Tuesday, 24th: Pray for the
Northern Rivers office-bearers: for
Rev David Kerridge; for elders
Ross Campbell, John Greensill, and
John McPhee; and for deacons
Gordon Law, Bruce Campbell, and
Wednesday, 18th: Pray for the Ernie Really.
work of Mukti in India.

Wednesday, 11th: Pray for the
Wednesday, 25th: Pray for the
Taleem Centre in India, and give Thursday, 19th: Pray for wisdom Annie Soper school in Peru.
the
leaders
in
our
thanks for the opportunity to for
congregations as we deal with
support Mariam.
Thursday, 26th: Please pray for the
covid restrictions. (see pages 6-7)
ministry of the Orthodox
Thursday, 12th: Pray for Tony
Friday,
20th:
At
this
year’s
May
Presbyterian Church, and of the
Ledger
of
the
Manning
it
was
resolved: United Reformed Churches in
congregation, as he battles meeting,
Parkinson’s and dementia, and will “Members of Synod commit North America. Pray for our
be transferred to an age care themselves to continued prayer for relationship and contact with
the spiritual development of the them.
facility in Sydney. (see pages 6-7)
children and youth in our
Friday, 13th: At this year’s May congregations. We are mindful of Friday, 27th: Give thanks and pray
meeting, it was resolved: “Synod the temptation of the world and for the work of the Re-Serve Op
regrets the passing in Victoria of sin that can draw our young Shop in MacLean. (see page 7)
the ‘Change or Suppression people away from the truth of the
(Conversion) Practices Prohibition gospel and the faith. Therefore, Saturday, 28th: Pray for wisdom
Bill 2020’. Synod recognizes that constant intercession should be for the Narre Warren leadership
the passing of this Bill will have made on behalf of our young involved in negotiations to host a
significant effects on religious people, so that they will have the telephone tower. (see page 7)
freedom.” Pray that God will give courage to stand firm in the Lord,
us strength to hold on to biblical to resist worldly pressure, find
truth, even in the face of laws their identity in fellowship with Sunday, 29th: Pray that God may
Christ, and participate joyfully in work through our services today
hostile to that truth.
their local churches.”
to enable those attending to grow
in their love for the Saviour.
Saturday, 14th: Pray for the
Saturday, 21st: Pray for our
couples in our congregations with
ministers, sessions, and deacons’
Monday, 30th: Pray for the
unborn children. (see pages 6-7)
courts as they support their
ministry
of
the
Brisbane
congregations
and
manage
congregation
Sunday, 15th: Pray that God may
finances and property throughout
enable the preachers in our
this difficult time.
congregations to preach sound
Tuesday, 31st: Pray for the
doctrine, diligently, in season and Sunday, 22nd: Pray that the glory Brisbane office-bearers: for Rev Jim
out of season.
of the name of the triune God may Klazinga; for elders Stewart
be the focus of our worship today. Carswell & Wes Hanna; and for
Monday, 16th: Pray for the
deacons Micah Klazinga, Keith
ministry
of
the
Hastings Monday, 23rd: Pray for the Schmidt, and Matthew Schmidt.
congregation in Wauchope.
ministry of the Northern Rivers
congregation in MacLean.
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